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A beloved brother by the name of Stephen was _________ for boldly ____________ Jesus.

The entire community of believers ___________ to flee a great _______________.

Jesus told them to _________ the Good ________ about Him throughout Judea, in ____________, and to the ends of the earth.

(Acts 1:8) NLT But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

Four to ______ years have __________ since Jesus ascended until Stephen’s death.

God used Stephen’s death and the following persecution to move them into the places Jesus told them to go share the Gospel.

(Acts 8:1) NLT A great wave of persecution began that day, sweeping over the church in Jerusalem; and all the believers except the apostles were scattered through the regions of Judea and Samaria.

We can easily get comfortable where we are, and fail to walk in obedience to God.

Sometimes God will use trials and difficulties to move us out of our comfort zones and into His will.

Philip is one example of someone who was moved back into God’s will. 

If God allowed Philip to stay comfortable in Jerusalem, he would have missed out on the amazing ways God used him.
The Holy Spirit told Philip to go walk beside a carriage.

(Acts 8:29) NLT The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage.” 

Philip could have questioned instructions that didn’t make sense to him.

Scripture warns against questioning what God is doing.

(Isaiah 45:11 NLT “This is what the Lord says—the Holy One of Israel and your Creator: “Do you question what I do for my children? Do you give me orders about the work of my hands?

Rather than question God’s instructions, be quick to obey, even when it doesn’t make sense.

God needed the early believers to go outside of Jerusalem to spread the Gospel.

In most cases, God will find someone else to do His will if we aren’t obedient to Him.

(Esther 4:13–14) NLT “Don’t think for a moment that because you’re in the palace you will escape when all other Jews are killed. 14 If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?” 

Don’t let your own personal comfort rob you of the privilege and blessings that come from walking in obedience to God.

The rewards are worth infinitely more than whatever obedience costs us.

(Romans 8:18) NLT Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later.

All scripture is from the New Living Translation, unless otherwise noted
